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Kezish, with more grief on her shoul-
ders than she felt-~ it right for one lone
woman to have to bear, carried Ray up
to his litile Led, and bidding him wvot
bo fret so, because there was always g
ran down stairs, stormed at the peddler
for having been such a fool a8 to speak
0 before the children, and then took
vounsel with her neighbors as to what
was best to do.

The men volunteered to go in search,
but thare were only four or five of them,
and two of them very old. 8till, out
they went with their horn, lanterns, and
pick-nxes, and the thick falling snow
soon: hid them from sight.

They thoughtof going up to thechurch
tower and ringing the two bells thut are
there; but thev reflected that it would
be of no use, becuuse the wind wasso
high that the bells would have no chance
of being heard. Bo the men went out to
search as best they could in the wild
night, and their frightened women sat
for the most purt in the kitchen of the
viearge, taking a strange and terrible

leasure in hearing the peddler erya

undred times, “Lord save us! he’s a
dead man!” tifl Keziah told bim to go to
bed for an old fuel, which at last reluct-

antly he did '

Tga women sat over the fire and sipped

spiced wine, and told cach other horrible
tales of things their fathers and fore-
fathers had done or known, with many
& “He says, says be,” occurring in their
narratives, -
» Kezian sat up by the bedside of Rob
and Ray; Rob slept, but Ruy lay wide
ewnke, and ever and again he shivered
and moaned:

“Papa wouldn’t help the birds—he
wouldn't—and T know God was angry.”

The 1oug night wore away, the winds
never ceasing to howl, the snow never
ceasing to full, At day-break the men
returned, having found nothing, They
giid they had seurehed a1l the moor for
eight miles, but® in real truth, though
they did net know it, they lad scarcely
been a mile from home, huving pone
round and round in & eircle, not seging
where they were in the durkness. The
morning broke gray and dreary; thesnow
still fell, but the winds dropped. Keziah
chgse the youngest and strongest of the
men and barde him strive to get neross to
Muamaleigh, It was hard to do, and an
errand of danger, for the patlis were ull
obliterated and communication stopped,
but the man wns a boid young fellow
and promised to do his best, ]

“Though as for that,” he muttered,
*his Beverence is a dead man if he's out
this freezin’ night.” ,

The other men went up to the church
tower and set the bells tolling; the wind
hiad fullen, und il was possible that in
the more distant houses théy might be
beard and some help or some pews
come.

It was now eleven o'clock in the morn-

Oliristmas Day should have begun, The
church was a little, dark, dismal pluce;
herc and there it had been brightened
with a biv of lolly, or a branch of a bar-
berry tive; the Viear did not approve
such follies, and there wus little done to
relieva the bare stome walls, the sguate
box of & pulpit, the little chungel, dis-|
mil and damp vs any dungeon. As the
wedther cleared u little the woten|
dropped in, in their red cloaks, and made
a gfaw in the darkness, but they did not
stuy, for the eliurch was very cold, and

to all these histories. Tt was now three
o'clock: she had put away the Christmas
dinner and fed the children on milk = |
ridge, and kept them quiet round her.
There was no love in them to agitals
their litue souls for their missing father,
but the sense of some great calamity
around weighed on them and kept them
still and frightened. Ray was mute,
and searcely moved,

By four it was once more quite dark.
The_ villagen
afraid, like the childrep, Christmas Day
was passing agd there had been no ser-
vices at the church, It ssemed to them
a thing so terrible that the sin of it would
lie on them forever.

All the hushed, whitened moor was
without u sound; the sufely folded sheep
bleated now and then, and the cattle
lowed in the byre; that was all; other-
wise, a. silence like that of death en-
wrapped the village and the church, and
the people dared not speak above their
voices.

All at once Keziah rose and took the
two little girls, one on ench of her strong
arms, with their woolen hoods pulled
over their flaxen heads,

“Christ’s Day must not go by without
a prayer said in His charch,” shesaid to
the folks in the kitchen. *Let us go and
pray there for master. "Twill save the
day from heathendom.”

he went out into the deepening gloom,
into the air that was bitter still, hut
uite windless, Followed by the chil-
ren, she went over the snow under the
durk boughs of the trees to the church
door, and entered it, the women going
behind her with lsnterns under their
clonks. They set down their lanterns in
the middle of the ixle, and the light niade
a little pale glow on the tombstones that
formed the pavemeut.

Kezinh kueeled down and prayed
aloud,and the voices of the people echoed
hers; when her peayer had ceased and all
was silent, the little fuint voice of Ray
slole thrdugh the stillness,

“God, please do not' be angry any
more becauee papa made a mistuke; he
did not mean to be cruel. Pleuse save
the sheep aud the birds und save him,
Please do not be angry any more.”

Theu his own litlle voice died away in
a sob, and all the women koeeling there
in the cold nnd the dark wept too. Sol:
emnly, as chey had entered,and left the
church; gome one had wiid, “Lot us sing
a paalm," but no one could sing, their
hearts were too full, for all their men
were out on the moors, and who could
know whit might chance there?

Then Kezinh on hee threshold tnrned

and said to her neighbors:
“Now thank you all kindly, but go to
your homes, Giossiping is bad at such a
time as this. For me [ will kee by the
hearth with the children. The Lord.
specor their father!” :

The women were moved at the serions-
ness of a woman always mirthful and
neighburly, and ench went quietly to her
own cottuge. Hhe Lereelf went home as
she suid she should, and the little boys
gathered about her knees, and the little
ﬁirla slept in her arms.  Night onee more

egan 1o fall over the world of snow, Tn
the inner kitchen the old peddier and an
old Iaborer, too old to out and assist
to seurch, were talking low over their ale
of storins they had known forty loug
ye:irs before.

Kerinh had shut no shutiers; she had
lit candles and pnt them against each
casement 8o that by chance they might

about, sowed and | lave

assist her master if he were able to find
his homeward way.
“Lord belp them all, poor souls!” she

it seemed more eold and horrible having.
to pray there ov Ohrist's morn, sud the
Pustor, maybe, frozen dead in some
suowdrift.

At the vicarage Keziah tried in vain
1o read the morning service to the clifl-

dren by the kitchen fire; her voice ful- | little naked lugl‘l:{ gat and gazed into the
tered and  their attention wandered, | fire, bis eyes wide open, and his mouth

They were all grave und frightened, even
the twin Babies, and Ray sat in the win-
dow-seat with his fuce pressed agninst
the glass, quite silent, The look of the
boy frightened his nurse almost more
than the loss of her master,

“He do take tlings to heart s0,” she
said to herself, with a sigh.

It was no use to try and read; she
closed the big black Prayer Book, and let
the startled parishioners come in; some
of them had plodded many miles over
the snow not to miss the blessing of the
Christmas prayer, and the found the
church empty and the Vicar absent, All
were sure he was dend; surer yet, when
a man, at great risk to himselfl, came
uire trusted his Reverence had
reached home sufely,

“Didn't 1 tell ye trath, ye unbelievin’
this

his own importmice a5 a in

There could be_no doubt now. The
the Bquire's offers, and set forth to walk
home,

Every one there knew that he must

"[ﬁlo come like a judgment” whis
red Keziah to 8 friesd out of the chil-
ren's hearing, “Ay, it do.  Heseolded
them dear little souls just
for feeding the frozem-out birds! And
new—now be knows himself what it js—
death in the smow.”

Rob began'to cry because the women
were crying and he was frightened. Ra
mever slied & tear mor said a word; he
only thought to himself with an unutter-
able horror:

“God wus angry "

Christmas morning began t0 pass away,
the beef luy unroasted; the pudding that
had been in  the pot all night, boiled
mudly nnnoticed; the bellsof the chureh
toiled withont ceasing.  Folks begun to
come in from the out-lying paris of the
parish as the skies cleared and the frost
made the snow pasuable, ‘hey all
brought terrible tales of  the yust day
and night; of sheep frozen to i!.::lh. of
cyets b s of travelers. lost, of homes
killed, of boys drowued by splitting ice,
;.nd of baalets dtjut-nl’ from eurz other.

t was rumored that the gregt train fro
London, twenty ui:luh'n (" L] au.n;}
ing still all night ts freight of pas-
al some

i
ive; and

on the tors, and the truivs blocked in the
smow.,

saidd onoe; ';ﬂrssy do not.”

she nsked of him as the cuckoo clock told

hied
lo'o‘nauec‘lﬂ nul:lenf tg:‘boult!en;
roar a8 of thunder $iaz

onks that grew with m -'!,,.d""mﬁ?:
agrom the entrancs. of hiv,

barred him in, n prise
frozen, famished,

thoutht, rocicing the babies in her arms,
und thinking of the ships at sea, of the
travelers on the moor, of the sheep lost

Ray, with his hands clasped nbout his

parted.
“Pray.do not make me go to bed,” he

o when she put the others to bed she
let him set up with her by the five,
“Why wor't you go to bed, deap?”

nine of the night.

Ray shuddered,

“In my . bed, last night, when I did

I saw pupa dead in the snow, and

birds covering him with leaves. 1

should see it again now.”

“Ah, my poor ehild!”

He leaved his head against her, and

they sat in the chimney corner together.
he cuckoo ealled ten o'clock.

There was a mound of voices outside

the house, the shoflling of men's feet in

the crisp suow; the dog barked outside,

the flazh of torches fured red on the lal-

tices, Ruy and his ourse sprang up and

rushed to the door and fo it open,

The men were bearing a litter, and the

foremost one cried out:

“Little master, it's your father., We
have done a good éhriar.mua night's |
}vor'x., Nay, nay, he's not dead; never
enr,”

Rob rushed out in the snow.

For many moments all was conlusion;
then the men lnid the shutter gently
down hbefore the fire, and t.ukil:lg off
the wraps strown over him, showed Ray
the motionless form of his father, whose
eyes unclosed, nod whosegray lips feebly |

murniured:

“My little boy, do not be afraid.”
Ray burst i'uto tears, and kissed
his father as he had never dared to kiss
him in his life.
etting out to walk homeward from
Tamsleigh, he crossed half the moor
safely, in the teeth of the blinding storm,
then, as darknes fell, had missed his
way and had wandered #o far and become
#0 exhausted by the wind and the bitter
air that he lost all power of even
% where he was, and #0 had grown

i

ﬂm« and blinder st every étop, and
had paggored for shelter into a Lot
place mude by sosié toeks and trees;
there héfhad sat down, wrapping himself
in his cloak, and trusting !go dawn
would break.  But the fury of the storm
uprooted some of the trees, an,
Wit a

lter, und
s, half-

unuble
of rozen to death, .
_ 'gnd:hi & beating heart
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THEANTISE

of living

[tha wild day of Yuleitself, while his peo-

ple were searching for him east and west,
north and south, and his little son was
pmy'ﬁ God “not to be angry,” He had
resisted the longing to sleep that came
over him, knowiag such sleep fatal; but
he had given himself up for lost, hemmed
in by the impassable barrier of the fallen
oaks and the rocks, and knowing well
that nome could see him or heir his
voice, shqut as he would over the deso-
moor, :

Death was very near him, and in its
awful presence he regretled many things
and repented many. He thought of his
poor little chidren with shame and sor-
row, and he remembered how he had
struck the child for its charity to the
birds—for the alms of bread that now. he
would have thanked heaven for himself!
Wh 1 the sound of the searchers comi
over the snow was borne to his ear,
the cries of his own dog—the dog he had
often chainced and +ften beaten!—bronght
them to his hiding-place, and with ropes
let down to him from uboye they dragged |
him up into the starlit, whitened world,
the stern Vicar was no stronger than his
little non; he swouned awav,

He had been imprisoned in the snow
for thirty hours.

Ashe iy in the warmth of his own
hearth, with the firelight dancivg on the
light curls of Ray, lie vpened las fveble
wrins to the child,

“My boy, I have been cruel to you.
Forgive me. Rince my life hus becn
epared, I will try to make it a blessing to
you and your brothers”

“And the birds?” whispered Ray.

HixTuther smiled.

“You shall hang a sheaf of corn out
every winter, as they do in the Sweden
of your story-books: T know now what
it is—to die in the snow.”

Ray laid his hend upon lis father's
breast, and was bappy.

When the moruing, which was eloud-
less, cume, he had his sheaf of wheat, and
hung it above the door;and all the birds
flocked to it, fluttering and chirping in
little multitudes, the bold bright robins
foremost.

“God did hear me when I asked Him
not to be angry any more,” said Ray.

And Rob said:

“Me, 100, I asked Him.”

And hand in haod they looked up at
the broad blue sky.

THE END.
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W 1ts timely use in sudden attacks.
PREPARED BY
Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co.. Lowell, Miss.,

WLD BY Practieal and Analytical Chemints,
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TYPE. PRESBES. &c
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TYPE

FOUNDRY,
168 Fine Sirest, Tincinnali, OhAle.

C.KIECHLER,

__.'“U"m“ OF— a m m m
Galvanized Iron, Cornice and Window Caps. Dormer Windows, chRES
Tin and Slate Rovofing.

All Kinds of Job Work Premptly Execuled.
724 ELM STREET near MocMICKEN AVENUE,

'A. QUERNER, Superiutendeat.
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Clacinnati, Ohio,

Bunday Tralns—
Loulsvilie Fust Lina...........

nisvilie Night Ex.,.............
Bt Louis Night Fx............
BL Louis Night Ex.

VITALIZED PHOSPHATES. I Chicago

ale Ac,
Hamilion Ac,,,

BROUTON AC.....\ovv.eviomasenss roserse e am
On Sunoays, Dayton Aceommodution will lave
BLE:ZS o, m,, meriving at 6:55 p, m.
UINCINNATT, RICHMOND & ;
De Fifth aud Hoadly,
Chicago RX.........corereerarseneens TMfam &pm
Richmond Ae...... *Xpm i pm
ghiml" EX., drlly....oviinsninnn 2R B THBam

CINCINNATI, HAMILTON & INDIANAPORME

Depet, Fiith and Heedly,

Indannpolis Mall..... 08 a "58
Indiunapolis Ex. ..., i e ::
GRAKD RAFIDS & INDHANA,

- ;)r:ﬁm. Fiith and Heardly,
B B oveisernasinnis TRam 950
Ridgville SR - T 1’:3::
RKENTIOKY cENTR AL,

Depat, Pike aua Washingion, Covington.
Lexington Mail.. “lhpm  cMaw
Maysvilie Ex. ., Z0pa I1am
Froudfort Aw,,.... Wiam &ldpm
M1, Sterling Ex.,, 15am  19pm
Lexington Ex., Wpm Nam
Frankfort Vest o0 mo S10pw
ML Sterlinz A Z0pm 11
Richmeond Ex,, 1200 w 610pm
Lexingwon Kx.. 1200 m 11:30am

N A b pm Tliam

BEE LINE ‘DAYYON SHORT-LIXE ROUTE, C.y Gy
€. a L RY.).
Depot, 8ixh aud Hoadly.

Kew York Fast Line Ex........ iifiam .
New York E:t"‘t‘l nm ﬂ?c'l“;;
Boston Ex., dudly,, ®1tpm 613am
Springfield Ae Mpm  10:08am
Mauus Ae..,, e BIED DR biism

DAY “LINE & CULTMBUTS.

Depot, Sixth nad Houdiy,

Colambue Ex...... e B0 m 1023 pm
Columbus Ex.., seses BER B:ﬁl’-

DAYTON Hu IRT-LINE & SANDUSKY.
Denol. Sixth and Hondiy
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BanduskyY X, cunmiereioniin AZam 1028
Bandusky Ex. (duilyi............ 213 pm 5:13::
Keniom A, cviiinien rmmmere sy 358 pm iiSpm

IND"ANAPOLLIE, CINCINNAT! & LAMARETTE
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ndinrunolis Ao, - 0 pm Eiipm
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Z ¢ Ex Wiam 2dpm
l:!n;;rll"b Mol ikl vidpm  IL0am
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